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Top right: Danny
learns how to
create a birdhouse
in arts and crafts
at Winter Camp
Below: Jacie and
Emily enjoying
pottery class at
Winter Camp!

GFBF’s Winter
Camp Grows

W

ith roughly four dozen children set to participate, the
Georgia Firefighters Burn
Foundation’s winter camp takes place
January 16 to 19, 2015, at Camp Twin
Lakes in Rutledge. That number is up
from around 35 participants for the
January 2014 winter camp.
The camp provides an opportunity for burn-injured children ages
seven to 17 to connect with others
who share common experiences
surrounding burn injury and trauma.
Children who don’t have a sibling
to accompany them may bring a
friend within the appropriate age
range, as GFBF believes the term
burn survivor has broader meaning.
“We acknowledge the experience of
both family and friends when a loved
continues on page 3

GFBF SPOTLIGHT:

Scott Cagle

I

t was only natural that Scott Cagle
would join the fire service. Eleven
of Cagle’s family members have
served as current or past firefighters
for a number of fire departments in
the metropolitan Atlanta area. “My
grandfather was a founding father
of the Roswell Fire Department,”
says Cagle.
Today, Cagle serves as battalion
chief over Planning and Preparedness,
fire marshal and public information
officer for Hall County Fire Services in
Gainesville. Having joined the department right out of high school, he
has spent 22 years with Hall County
Fire Services.
Positions he’s held include firefighter, firefighter/EMT, firefighter II,
fire inspector, fire safety educator,
deputy fire marshal and fire marshal.
“The most rewarding thing about
the job is the relationships!” says
Cagle. “I love serving people. I
simply try to lead by working hard
continues on page 2
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About the Georgia Firefighters
Burn Foundation
The Georgia Firefighters Burn
Foundation has a mission to partner with
the fire service and burn care community
to provide fire safety and prevention
education, support medical facilities and
assist burn survivors in their recovery.

GFBF Board of Directors
Toni Washington, Chair, Fire Chief, Decatur
Fire Department
William Tanks, Vice Chair, Deputy
Chief of Preparedness, Cobb County
Fire & Emergency Services
Shanon Prater, Secretary, Floyd Medical
Center EMS
Darnell Fullum, Fire Chief, DeKalb County
Fire Rescue
Stacey R. Kolomer, PhD, MSSW
Associate Director, UNCW School of
Social Work
Charles G. Middleton, Fire Chief, Savannah
Fire & Emergency Services
John T. Robinson, Battalion Chief, Valdosta
Fire Department
Daniel “Danny” Rumney, Retiree, MaconBibb County Fire Department
Dayna Vidal, RN-MSN, Trauma Program
Manager, Atlanta Medical Center
Dennis J. Gardin, Executive Director,
Georgia Firefighters Burn Foundation (nonvoting board member)

www.gfbf.org

Burning Issues is the official publication of
the Georgia Firefighters Burn Foundation
and serves to provide timely information
on news and events related to fire safety
and burn prevention. Press releases,
announcements and other materials
submitted for potential publication are
subject to editing.
® Camp Oo-U-La and Give Burns The Boot
are registered trademarks of the Georgia
Firefighters Burn Foundation.
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T

hanks to two important
early events for the Georgia
Firefighters Burn Foundation,
2015 is getting off to an exciting start!
From January 16 to 19, we host an
annual winter camp at Camp Twin
Lakes in Rutledge. This camp for
burn-injured children and their siblings is open to seven to 17 year olds.
This always makes for a special
time, as we witness children grow in
their emotional and physical recovery
while also developing and enhancing
relationships in an environment where
they can feel as if they’re surrounded

Scott Cagle, continued from page 1
and serving others . . . the way I
would want to
be treated. This
is not a job or
even a career,
but more of a
lifestyle. This
lifestyle revolves
around relationScott Cagle
ships you make
and grow, with co-workers and our
customers, the citizens.”
Thanks to an introduction to the
Georgia Firefighters Burn Foundation
by Hall County’s former Fire Chief
David Kimbrell, Cagle has been
involved since 1992 with the nonprofit, including as a volunteer at
burn camp, as boot drive coordinator
and on the board of directors as
vice-chairman. “I am honored to say
our involvement with the Georgia
Firefighters Burn Foundation is
not just one person, but our entire
department,” says Cagle. “Everyone
is involved with helping raise money
or with whatever is needed.
“Hall County Fire Services

by family.
The first Tuesday in February
(3), GFBF will host the 18th-annual
firefighters’ appreciation luncheon.
The event ties in with the Annual
Firefighters Recognition Day, which
gets underway with a recognition
ceremony involving the governor and
other elected officials at the state
capitol. The luncheon serves as an
opportunity to recognize fire service
personnel and those departments
that raised money during GFBF’s Give
Burns the Boot® campaign.
And that’s just the months of
January and February! GFBF indeed is
poised for a solid year as the organization continues with its work to help
even more Georgians and change
countless more lives.

continues to be a big supporter of the
burn foundation and its mission. We
have numerous people who serve as
counselors at burn camp, employees
who have served on the board of
directors, and, in addition to the boot
drive, we hold numerous fundraisers
including 5Ks, BBQ competitions, etc.”
During GFBF’s 2014 recognition
ceremony, Hall County Fire Services
took home the third-place award in
the category of most money raised by
a department for the 2013 Give Burns
the Boot® campaign.
Cagle says he considers the
Georgia Firefighters Burn Foundation
a life changer, and one of the bestkept secrets in Georgia.
“To hear stories of burn survivors
being prisoners in their own homes,
unable to speak in public or look
someone in the eye, dressing up
to cover every inch of their skin to
walking down the street with heads
held high, singing on stage for hundreds to see, to wearing a bathing
suit, to becoming a motivational
speaker — that is the work of the
Georgia Firefighters Burn Foundation,
and I am honored and privileged to
have a very small part in their mission!”

GFBF SPOTLIGHT:

Ralph Catlett

F

or Richmond Hill Fire Chief Ralph Catlett, the word
experienced is an understatement. Beginning
his 40-year career as a volunteer firefighter in
Winchester, Va., he would go on to spend more than 20
years as an Air Force fire protection specialist. Catlett
also served five years as fire coordinator for Lowndes
County Fire Rescue, and 14 years as a battalion chief for
the Valdosta Fire Department before taking on his current
position in Richmond Hill.
“I love the camaraderie of firefighters and the community, knowing that every day I come to work I can
do something special for the community that I live in,”
says Catlett.
As Richmond Hill fire chief, Catlett oversees two stations, three engines, a rescue vehicle and one 100-foot
platform unit with 10 full-time firefighters and 15 volunteer
firefighters. He describes the small fast-growing community that they serve as one that is close-knit and supportive
of the fire service.
Catlett first became involved with the Georgia
Firefighters Burn Foundation in 1995 while at Lowndes
County Fire Rescue. Moving on to the Valdosta Fire
Department in 2000, his involvement and support of the
organization never wavered. Every year he and his firefighters were out in the community with boots in hand.
“We looked forward to the boot drive every year,”
says Catlett, “and
it has been a great
experience working
with the foundation
for the past 20 years.
The boot drives are
always fun and I really
enjoy the heartwarming stories from my
firefighters who attend
burn camp.”

Once Catlett accepted
the position as Richmond
Hill’s fire chief, he discovered that the Richmond
Hill community had never
participated in the Give
Burns the Boot® campaign. He then decided to
take on the role of the first
boot drive coordinator for
Richmond Hill. At the end
of the Richmond Hill Fire
Department’s initial threeday boot drive, the team
had raised $5,200 to benChief Ralph Catlett
efit the Georgia Firefighters
Burn Foundation’s mission
and programs.
“I was extremely pleased with the turnout,”
Catlett says.
Through GFBF’s Give Burns the Boot Investment
Credit Program — in which fire departments receive 10
percent of their funds collected for fire safety/burn prevention programs — Richmond Hill’s fire department received
$520 worth of smoke detectors.
“The smoke detectors we received from the Georgia
Firefighters Burn Foundation have served as our ‘seed’
detectors for our new smoke detector program,”
Catlett adds.
Citizens who are in need of a new smoke detector
can now contact the fire department for a free installation of smoke detectors in a tenant’s residence. The new
community smoke detector program is part of the fire
safety prevention and education wave that is hitting the
community of Richmond Hill. The fire service has already
started a number of school fire safety programs, elderly
fire safety programs and public fire safety events. Catlett
says he plans for even more fire safety and prevention
programs within the community of Richmond Hill as more
boot drives occur in the coming years.

Winter Camp, continued from page 1
one is injured,” says GFBF Children
Services Director McKenzy Bailey.
“Through this program, we are able
to include both siblings and friends to
recognize their stories.”
Camp is free for a Georgia resident who sustained a burn injury that
required treatment or hospitalization
in a burn center.
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GFBF SPOTLIGHT:

Lt. Dotti Payne

T

he first paid female firefighter
for Gordon County Fire, Lt.
Dotti Payne has been with the
department in Calhoun for more than
21 years. Payne started as a volunteer
before taking on a full-time position
in 1994.
“I was the first paid female firefighter for Gordon County Fire,” says
Payne. “But there were many wonderful, dedicated hardworking volunteer
women firefighters who paved the
way. Without them I would not be
where I am today.”
Her involvement with the Georgia
Firefighters Burn Foundation dates
back to 1996.

GFBF SPOTLIGHT:

Lt. Chris Taylor

E

ducating the general public
about fire and life safety is a
top priority and one of the most
rewarding aspects of Lt. Chris Taylor’s
role as a suppression company officer

Lt. Chris Taylor
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Lt. Dotti Payne

for the LaGrange Fire Department.
The senior public information officer
and Fire and Life Safety education
coordinator for the LaGrange Fire
Department, Taylor works to educate
the public on actions they may take in
advance of and at the time of potential fire and life safety hazards.
Taylor has been with the department for close to 23 years. He’s spent
the last nine years — the amount of
time he says he’s been connected
to the Georgia Firefighters Burn
Foundation — as lieutenant. He has
served as Give Burns the Boot® drive
coordinator and, for four years, has
attended burn camp on Visitors’ Day.
Taylor’s department, he says,
which raises between $1,500 and
$2,000 annually for the boot drive,
has been involved with the Georgia
Firefighters Burn Foundation for
25 years.
“The LaGrange Fire Department
is in partnership with the Georgia
Firefighters Burn Foundation to carry
out their mission and prevent burn
injuries and deaths in our community,
and across the state of Georgia,”
says Taylor.

“In any fundraiser you have your
ups and downs,” says Payne, referring to the annual Give Burns the
Boot® drive, “but through the years
we have stayed in the top 13 of fire
departments in collecting money for
the boot drive. We feel this is a great
accomplishment since we are a small
department.”
The Georgia Firefighters Burn
Foundation is an organization that’s
“near and dear to my heart,” she
adds. “The staff has always been
helpful, dedicated to the cause, and
easy to work with. The foundation
has proven itself to support and dedicate itself to providing care for burn
survivors throughout Georgia — and
to give people hope, care and love
during one of the hardest times of
their lives.”

GFBF in the News
The Georgia Firefighters Burn
Foundation is excited to have been
spotlighted in the broadcast media
coverage outlined below!

October 8, 2014
Live “Atlanta & Company After
Noon” interview featuring Executive
Director Dennis Gardin and burn
survivor Shaianne Payne; WXIA-TV
(11Alive, local NBC affiliate) http://
archive.11alive.com/atlanta_and_company_story.aspx?storyid=325201

October 9, 2014
Taped interview covering Fire
Prevention Week, fire challenges,
the Give Burns the Boot campaign
and general info on the Georgia
Firefighters Burn Foundation aired
on News Radio 106.7 FM, Atlanta
(www.newsradio1067.com).

November 30, 2014 and
December 24, 2014
Taped interview regarding the Give
Burns the Boot campaign, year-end
giving, general info on the Georgia
Firefighters Burn Foundation and more
aired on local National Public Radio
(NPR) affiliate, WABE (www.wabe.org).

